
 

 

 
 

Cousland Village Hall Association (CVHA) AGM on 26 February 2026 at 7.00pm in the Hall 

Welcome and apologies 

The Chair warmly welcomed everyone to CVHA’s 2026 AGM and gave a short summary of how he had come to be 
the co-opted Chair of the association, along with some highlights of CVHA’s achievements over the last year. 

Attendees 

CVHA members Stewart Buchan, Gordon Brown, Norrie Brown, Gordon Dunn, Douglas Bolton, Tom Morrow, 
Gillian Aitken, Richard Taylor, Lesley Combe, Mike Combe, Brian Adam, Andrew Mc Govern, 
Mairghread Ellis, Jean Kirk, Elspeth Fleming, Lorna Brigg, Karen Fraser, Amanda Christie, Tim 
Brigg, Sandra Holmes, Kevin Holmes, Doug Whyte, Rae Whyte, Helen Wareing, Laurence 
Wareing, Nita Ewart, Fay Cornes. 

Others  No invited guests 

Apologies received Sylv Lambie, Alasdair Carnie, Gill Mackenzie 

Conflicts of interest None declared 

Receive and confirm the minutes of the previous AGM 

Corrections No corrections were requested 

Approval Proposed by Douglas Bolton; Seconded by Richard Taylor 

Receive the management committee’s reports 

Brief written reports from Chair, Secretary and Treasurer were tabled, with hard copies available for those present. 
These reports had also been available on the CVHA tab of the Cousland Village website for the last 14 days.  
The Secretary and then the Treasurer shared some key elements of their reports. Reports are appended.  

Receive and approve the association’s financial accounts for the year 

Summarised, independently examined (by Jack Kirk), Income and Expenditure accounts were presented to the 
meeting. Copy appended. Hard copies were provided for all participants. KH asked about the marked increase in 
hall rental income. It was explained that the increased charges recommended by the previous committee had been 
implemented. GA enquired if Occasional Licence costs were included in the miscellaneous expenditures. This was 
confirmed. 
Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Norman Brown and seconded by Helen Wareing. 
Thanks were expressed to Jack Kirk.  
Accounts in the format specified by OSCR were available for inspection at the meeting and these would be signed 
and lodged with OSCR ahead of the due date for CVHA’s annual return. 

Receive the association’s projected financial situation for the next year, including any recommendations for 
changes to financial arrangements 

Forecasts of the likely income and probable expenditure needed for 2026 were tabled. These are appended. Hard 
copies were provided to attendees. AC asked how forecasts had been calculated and the Treasurer explained his 
thinking. KF enquired if the viability of the association relied on grant income. The Treasurer stated that other 
revenue streams were sufficient to cover the forecast expenditures in the year ahead. 

Ratify the constitution and annexes/policies of the association 

There had been no changes to the Constitution since AGM 2025. 
The draft Policy and Guidelines documents ratified at the last AGM had been finalised during the year and had 
been uploaded to the website (see above) when completed. The availability of the documents for inspection had 
been notified to members well ahead of the deadline specified in the constitution. 
The Secretary explained how the updating of the constitution and its associated policy and guidelines documents 
would work in practice, going forward. They would continue to be published on the CVHA tab of the Cousland 
Village website www.couslandvillage.co.uk for inspection, with any changes made by CVHAMC intimated in red on 
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the front page of the document. This met with general approval. KH felt that CVHAMC could better flag up to 
members the importance of checking these documents ahead of the next AGM. 

Elect eligible members to the management committee (CVHAMC) 

Nomination and 
seconding, for 
office-bearer 
vacancies 

Stewart Buchan was nominated for Chair by Lesley Combe and seconded by Helen Wareing. 
There were no other nominations for Chair. SB was duly appointed. 
Tom Morrow was nominated for Treasurer by Doug Whyte and seconded by Mairghread 
Ellis. 
There were no further nominations for Treasurer. TM was duly appointed. 

Nomination and 
seconding, for 
ordinary member 
vacancies 

Gordon Dunn was nominated by Gordon Brown and seconded by Mairghread Ellis. 
Helen Wareing was nominated by Doug Whyte and seconded by Norman Brown. 
Andrew McGovern was nominated by Kevin Holmes and seconded by Lesley Combe. 
Doug Whyte was nominated by Tom Morrow and seconded by Gordon Dunn. 
Douglas Bolton was nominated by Norman Brown and seconded by Mairghread Ellis. 
Sylv Lambie was nominated by Helen Wareing and seconded by Richard Taylor. 
Gillian McKenzie was nominated by Stewart Buchan and seconded by Nita Ewart. 
Norrie Brown was nominated by Lesley Combe and seconded by Mike Combe. 
No further nominations were made and so the above 8 members were duly appointed to 
CVHAMC. One vacancy remains. 

Receive reports from Hall User Groups (HUGs) and other village groups  

All village groups with membership open to the public had been given the opportunity to submit a short, written 
report on their activities and how folk could get in touch with them if interested in joining. A consolidated set of all 
reports received was tabled. All attendees received a hard copy. It is appended.  A flyer from Tynewater 
Community Council was also available for each attendee. ME made a brief verbal report about the Tai Chi group 
saying they are now running two sessions on a Friday morning, 0915-1015 and 1030-1130. She stated the group 
had reached out to other communities, doing demonstrations. New friendships had been developed through 
participation. GB made supplementary announcement about The Cousland Courier; a grant had just been secured, 
so another 10 issues were assured. This was well received. SB made a supplementary appeal for additional 
members on behalf of Cousland Local History Project; they normally meet on 2nd Saturday of the month through 
the winter. NE made an appeal for more volunteers to join the Community Café team. KH reported that CRAPS met 
every 3 months and had visited local pubs and held a games evening in the hall, raising funds for a Ukrainian 
charity. It was a challenge to avoid film club and social nights, but they had managed to do so. Events had been 
well supported. Next outing was arranged for the Friday 27th, to The Tyneside in Haddington. No report was 
received from the Youth Club. 

Any other business brought before the meeting through submission, in writing, to the secretary, at least 7 days 
prior to the AGM. 

None intimated. 

Any other business deemed relevant by the chair 

 The Chair asked if anyone had questions. There were none. 

Thanks 

Sincere thanks were given to all continuing and retiring members of last year’s committee for all their work from 
the Chair. LW proposed thanks to the office bearers for leading the association through a successful year. 

Close of formal proceedings 

The Chair closed the meeting at 20.30 

Refreshments  

Those participants who were able to stay a while enjoyed a wonderful spread of biscuits, cheeses, grapes, olives 
tomatoes and cold meats with wines or soft drinks.  

 



 

 

 
Appendices 
 

Office-bearer Reports to AGM 2026 
 

CVHA - Chair’s Report – AGM 2026 
I was co-opted onto the CVHAMC as Chair on 6th March 2025 and it has been a steep learning curve.  I have been 
lucky to have been able to rely on the support and encouragement of the whole committee. In turn, the committee 
is indebted to our Secretary, Gordon Brown, for steering us through the many practicalities of running efficient 
committee meetings and keeping us compliant with the many technical changes required by OSCR (Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator), an ongoing task. It has been a pleasure getting to know one another and learning to 
work together, another ongoing but enjoyable activity. 
The following represent some of the events that have taken place in the year 2025 - 2026. 
March 
• Funding secured by the previous committee from the Robertson Trust for the upgrading of catering facilities 

received. 
• Spring Clean litter-pick and Hall cleaning. 
• Plans put in place to update the website and FaceBook page. 
• Planning for Gala Day begins. 
April 
• Gordon Dunn volunteers to lead Hall maintenance and improvement. 
• Caroline Pearson volunteers to act as Bar Convener and series of Social Evenings agreed to be piloted. 
May 
• Objection to planning application for 11 Hadfast Road submitted. 
• Kitchen registered with Midlothian Council. 
• Professional cleaner appointed. 
• ‘Music through the Decades’ Quiz night hosted by Karen Fraser. 
June 
• Additional storage donated for Committee Room. 
• Disabled Access signage installed in drop off area. 
• Open Mic Night hosted by Dave Law & Tim Brigg. 
July 
• Trustees (i.e., Committee members) registered with OSCR. 
• Updated Ts&Cs adopted for Hall hire. 
• New resident “Welcome Letter” drafted. 
August 
• Gala Day and evening barbecue with live band. 
• Kitchen renovation begins. 
September 
• First pilot Social Evening. 
October 
• Kitchen renovation completed. 
• Second pilot Social Evening. 
November 
• Third pilot Social Evening.  
• Redevelopment of patio/barbecue area proposed. 
December 
• Corra Foundation confirm award of £3,000 from their “Boost” programme 
• Hogmanay at The Hall. 
January 
• ‘Winter Walk’ 
• Midlothian Council confirm successful application for ‘Wellbeing - Year 5 Fund’, £1,647 granted. 
• Bar upgrades commence.  
• Short term group convened to explore current needs for secure storage and propose a solution. 
February 



 

 

• Bar upgrades completed. 
• Short term group recommendation for a heavy-duty, metal shed accepted. Funding options are still to be 

finalised. 
• Access ramp identified as needing improvement. 
In addition to the above the Hall has been used for very many children’s parties with lots of positive feedback as well 
as regular use for the Community Café, Tai-chi classes, indoor bowling, Youth Club, Film Club. Tynewater SWI and 
Tynewater Community Council have each used the hall for one of their meetings and we’ve shown rugby matches on 
the big screen. 
Proposed future events include a further three Social Evenings, two consultation meetings to discuss the best use of 
grant monies, Spring Clean/litter-pick (28.03.2026), Gala Day (22.08.2026), Whisky tasting, kindly offered by Billy 
Lumsden M.B.E. (September 2026) and another Open Mic night in June. 
All of these events, their planning and preparation involve a huge commitment in terms of time, effort and 
enthusiasm which is provided by the wonderful volunteers of Cousland who are too numerous to mention here but 
to whom I offer my sincere thanks. 
Stewart Buchan 
 

CVHA - Secretary’s Report – AGM 2026 
I want to start off by thanking my predecessor, Lorraine Chapman, for a friendly, patient and effective handover of 
administrative responsibilities. 
It’s been a good year, albeit one where the new management committee (CVHAMC) has had to respond to some 
difficult challenges and learn fast and work hard. CVHA’s charitable purposes and objectives are ambitious and wide-
ranging. It took us a while to grasp fully the breadth and depth of CVHAMC’s responsibilities. 
CVHAMC has worked well as a team and we have welcomed CVHA members to our meetings on the first Monday of 
the month. We’ve set up a “CVHAMC and Friends” WhatsApp group, built more functionality into the Cousland 
Village website and we use the noticeboards and signs around the village to keep the committee and villagers 
interactively engaged in CVHA activities. 
The Secretary’s role is enjoyable, busy, challenging at times, keeping folk informed and responding to enquiries, 
meeting deadlines for consultations, reporting and filing returns to external organisations. Sending out the agendas, 
taking notes and publishing the minutes of CVHAMC’s monthly meetings and the CVHA AGM are the core tasks that 
keep our charity’s momentum going. The Secretary facilitates and keeps a record of all meetings and communications 
between CVHAMC and CVHA members and between CVHA and all the agencies with which a registered Scottish 
Charity must interact. Ensuring we follow CVHA’s constitution, policies and guidelines and that these documents 
remain fit for purpose is an ongoing task. 
Liaison with local village groups such as The Cousland Courier team and the recently formed Cousland Conservation 
Group has been a pleasure. Working with officers and front-line staff of various Local Authority Departments has 
been a key task (and a very rewarding one), building positive relationships to ease future interactions.  
Major changes to Charity Law in Scotland, which came into force in mid-2025, made additional work for us and we 
had to work hard to resolve some long-standing issues with OSCR (Office for Scottish Charity Regulator).  
We extended and renewed insurance covers, renewed our public entertainment and other licences and renewed our 
Food Safety and Electrical safety certification. 
There’s been lots of very rewarding work associated with facilitating pleasurable, leisure activities too: for example, 
Rugby viewings;  Village Clean-up Day; Open-mic Night; Music Quiz Night; Gala Day; Barbeque and Band; Social 
Nights; Hogmanay at the Hall; Winter Walk; Community Café and other group activities that use the hall, for 
example, Indoor Bowling and Youth Club. CVHAMC is currently seeking ideas for new events and activities the 
association might facilitate. 
Managing all the village hall bookings is a task the Secretary does at present, but it could stand alone. All bookings 
are now done through the Cousland Village website. We developed a new booking form and updated the Terms and 
Conditions for hire of the hall. Booked hours have remained steady compared with the last few years (155.75 hrs in 
2025-2026, a very slight increase on last year). Feedback from users has been very positive. 
Applying for grant funding is also a task sitting with the Secretary at present. Again, it is something that could stand 
alone. So far, we have achieved grant income of £4,647.  
We have recently made significant improvements to the hall, including: kitchen almost totally refitted (thanks to 
grant funding raised by the previous committee which covered most of the cost); Bar refitted; Disability signing at the 
drop-off area; Electrical wiring repairs and re-certification; Additional storage shelving; Guttering and barge-board 
repairs. More work is planned and we are seeking ideas for further upgrades to our facilities. 



 

 

As we look forward, we can be confident that CVHA has a firm foundation of governance documentation and 
operational procedures that will allow it to continue to flourish and deliver positive opportunities and outcomes for 
all local people. 
I’ll end as I began, with a thank you. Thanks to everyone who has given me advice and support and enabled me to do 
this “job”. 
Gordon Brown  
 

CVHA - Treasurer’s Report – AGM 2026 

We worked hard in February and early March to get new signatories set up for the online banking and to set up a 
new SumUp business account linked to the CVHA bank account.  
2025 proved to be a financially encouraging year for CVHA, with a closing balance of £9,997.22 in the bank account. 
Our events such as Hogmanay, Gala Day, Social Evenings and our monthly cafés have all contributed to boosting our 
funds and providing the community with enjoyable occasions. 
We also received two significant grants of £3000 each.  
One grant was specifically for the kitchen refit. We added funds from our account to give the kitchen refit team a 
total budget of £3,900. However, the team managed to complete the project for £3,271.  
The second grant is yet to be allocated, though we have consulted with folk about how it might be spent, and we 
plan to do that in the coming year. 
We successfully applied to Midlothian Council for a grant towards organising our Gala Day; £800 received. 
Gala Day was greatly enjoyed and the funds raised gave a significant boost to our bank balance. 
A wide variety of private events have been held in the hall, ranging from family celebrations to children's parties. We 
have a new regular booking of two Tai Chi classes on a Friday, which not only brings in some additional revenue but, 
more importantly, is another occasion where people from the village benefit physically and socially.  
The additional Social Evenings over the past few months have both increased income and provided further valuable face 
to face interaction for villagers.  
The full, independently examined accounts will be available at the AGM on 26 February 2026.  
If any CVHA member would like to view a draft copy in advance, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at 

couslandvha@gmail.com and a copy can be sent or delivered to you.  
The accounts will be presented for approval at the AGM, where members can ask questions. 
Tom Morrow 
 

Village Group Reports to CVHA AGM 2026 
 
Cousland Community Café  
Cousland café has proudly opened it’s doors every month over the last year. The vibrant “buzz” within the 
café makes it clear that both the local people and visitors truly cherish this time to gather, enjoy a bite to 
eat and drink, and catch up with one another, whilst popping welcomed funds into the village pot. 
To keep the momentum going, we would love to welcome some new faces to our volunteer team. Whether 
you have a passion for baking or can spare a couple of hours to help during opening times, your support 
would be invaluable. By growing our circle of helpers, we can ensure the café remains a pleasure for 
everyone by sharing the workload more widely across our village. 
The success of the café is a collective effort, so I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the dedicated 
volunteers who make it all possible and to our loyal customers for their continued support. 
Nita Ewart 
 
Cousland Conservation Group  
Our group is a small, non-constituted, group of volunteers with an interest in improving the green public 
areas in and around the village. We are keen to increase biodiversity, protect the local environment, and 
encourage wildlife. We also wish to foster good relationships within the community and increase 
environmental awareness.   
During 2025 we dealt with a number of call outs and tidy ups around the village and in the Swing Park. This 
year we are going to focus our efforts in the Swing Park area. We plan to survey the area, increase 
biodiversity, and maintain the roses.   
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Following in the footsteps of the "Blooming Idiots," we also respond to requests for help with tidying green 
areas, litter picking, and help to report fly-tipping.   
There are currently only 7 members in our "wee" group, and we are eager to recruit more volunteers. You 
only need basic gardening skills - essentially, you are only required to do what you are able to. Less active 
roles include recording daily rainfall or temperatures, and other local weather information.   
Please contact us if you: have any questions, would like to request help tidying a public green space, or are 
concerned about litter build-up around the village. We will do our best to help.   
Please contact us by email at:  couslandconservationgroup@gmail.com   
Claire Poustie 
 
Cousland Film Club. 
The film club completed the 2024/25 season with a showing of Barbie. Pink was a dominant colour in the 
decoration of the cinema (Village Hall). 
The 2025/26 season commenced in October with the ‘Directors Choice’ (first film) being  'Good Will 
Hunting'. The membership continues to be strong with a total of 53 members subscribing. 
The membership fee is currently £35 per person and we shall strive to hold it at that whilst our 
membership is strong.  We shall be asking members to renew their membership in August/September.  The 
more members we have then we are more able to maintain the fee at the current level. 
New members are always welcome to join and enjoy  a convivial evening with a drink of wine or soft drink 
accompanied by nibbles (usually crisps, savoury biscuits or chocolate sweets) prior to the showing of the 
film.  The film is chosen by the members at the previous showing with the exception of the opening film 
being chosen by the Directors (the committee and volunteers who wish to attend the initial selection of the 
films to choose a programme).  Members are encouraged to forward films to be considered at the selection 
meeting(s). The DVD for each film shown to date over the lifetime of the club is available for any member 
to enjoy at home (provided they have a Blue-ray player). The cost of the licence to show the film in the 
village hall remains the largest expense, typically around £100 per film. 
Brian Adam and Fiona Dunn 
 
Cousland Local History Project (CLHP)  
Cousland Local History Project is a group for people interested in finding out about our local history both 
recent and distant past and sharing that information with others. We meet regularly in the Smiddy Cottage 
in the morning of the second Saturday of the month between November and March. During the Summer 
months (April - October) our main activity is to support the Smiddy Open-Days a task we share with 
Cousland Smiddy Trust.  
Membership has varied over the years and currently we are a very small group of only five and would really 
welcome some new blood. During the winter months our main tasks are archiving materials that have been 
collected or donated to the Project which have some connection with Cousland or the surrounding area 
and planning and preparing the Summer Exhibition which is displayed in the Smiddy Cottage; both these 
tasks generate interesting conversation and learning and are usually enjoyed with a cup of tea or coffee and 
a chocolate biscuit.  
Our exhibition last year, ‘Cousland Eras’ was a series of different episodes from Cousland’s past, including 
its Iron Age beginnings to 1990’s pottery with lots of interesting facts about eras in between. The exhibition 
was well received by a total of 283 visitors both from the village and from further afield. The busiest day 
was Doors Open Day in September when we welcomed 150 visitors and thankfully were supported by a 
great team of volunteers drawn from across the village. We also welcomed a group of filmmaking students 
from Queen Margaret University who used the Smiddy Cottage as an historic backdrop for their film 
“Guttin’ Quines”, part of their graduation project.  
For summer 2026 we are planning an exhibition on the theme of domestic living in a 1950’s Smiddy, with a 
focus on the “tools” Ella & Kit Sked might have used.  



 

 

If you are interested in local history and would like to join our friendly group we are always ready to 
welcome new members: simply speak to one of the existing members or drop a line to 
cousland.localhistory@gmail.com .  
We may still be in the grip of winter but don’t forget to make a note in your diary for Doors Open Day, 
Saturday 12th September 2026. This annual event is a major fundraiser for both CLHP and Cousland Smiddy 
Trust and is a great day out. The cottage will be open, Sean our resident farrier will be at work at the forge 
and soup, teas and coffee will be for sale in the paddock. Horseshoes painted by Edinburgh artist, Emma 
Drye are available to buy at all open days priced from just £5. 
Stewart Buchan 
 
Cousland Indoor Short Mat Bowling Group 
The group gets together in the Village Hall on a Monday evening from 1700 until 1800, from October to 
March.  
All equipment is provided. The physical activity involved is quite gentle and it’s interesting spectating or 
conversing between your turns.  
Why not come along and have a go for free. We’re a friendly bunch. 
There’s no membership fee; we just pay £1.50 towards the hall rental costs at each session we attend. 
Everyone normally gets two or three games each week. It's always good fun and most folk quickly become 
quite skilled at the game. Usually, we have about seven or eight players there each week and that works 
well.   
If you would like more information, please email us at: couslandindoorbowling@gmail.com 
Gordon Brown 
 
Cousland Majority Group 
The Majority Group has been going for many years now. It is for the older people in the village and our 
attendance varies between 12 and 18 folk. We usually meet on the 1st Monday of the month, from 
October to May, in the Village Hall at 2.00pm until about 3.45pm. We have coffee/tea and something to eat 
after. Each session costs £3.00. We will always welcome new members.  
Just come along and join us.  
We have had a variety of speakers and entertainers so far this year: Roy Johnston and Ruth Kirkpatrick 
(story tellers), Alan Weatherhead (a musical entertainer) and we had a meal out in February.  
We are looking forward to Brenda Ritchie, telling us about Monet's Gardens in March, Roy Johnston again 
in April and we will be going on an outing to Galashiels in May for a visit to Scotland's Tapestries. 
Please contact Elspeth Fleming on WhatsApp for more information. 
 
Cousland Pétanque Group  
Our singles and pairs leagues in 2025 were the busiest ever, with 16 players in the singles knock-out 
competition and 16 pairs in the pairs league. More games were played by members in the pairs league, 
making it a very competitive year. The singles winner was Mike Combe and Jack and Jean Kirk won the pairs 
league. Brian Ellis won the wooden spoon. Well done all.  
As has been previously reported, we would normally play a home and an away game with Tweed Valley 
Pétanque Club. However, due to bad weather in July, we were only able to play our away game in the 
grounds of Peebles Hydro on Sunday the 31st August. Unlike our recent run of 6 wins, we lost this match 8 
games to 4. Tweed Valley were pleased to have the trophy returned to them this year.  
Despite our loss earlier in the day, on our return to Cousland village hall, we had a three-course dinner 
which was very much enjoyed by all. Many thanks to the brilliant Darren and July Sweeney for cooking and 
serving the food.  
If you are interested in becoming involved in this friendly, sporting group, please drop us a line at 
cousland.petanque@gmail.com . 
Norrie Brown 
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Cousland Smiddy Trust 
Cousland Smiddy had a successful year of opening with 283 visitors of all ages spread across the opening 
period April to October.  
Open days calendar is published for 2026 openings and out for advertising and volunteers schedule being 
populated with helpers, to whom we send massive thanks. We couldn’t do it without you – and your baking 
skills! ( please get in touch if you’d like to be one of our team!)  
Thanks go to our resident farrier Sean Broadfoot for all his work, especially demonstrating at events and 
Open Days, persuading horse owners to bring their animals for the public to witness ‘live’ shoeing. 
We were approached by students from Napier University to use the cottage for their graduation film. One 
weekend in October, a full crew arrived for 3 days of filming. We are pleased to follow their success in 
passing, and the film being selected to be shown in a number of Film Festivals throughout the country. 
Available to see on Facebook!   
https://www.facebook.com/p/Guttin-Quines-Film-61568250977464/ 
The annual Carol Singing event in the smiddy was once again led by Caroline Pearson and we managed to 
squeeze over 50 villagers in round the candlelit and decorated forge before Christmas. 
Check us out at www.couslandsmiddy.co.uk . There’s a contact form provided. 
Sheena Irving 
 
The Cousland Courier  
We continue to thrive as a community-run newsletter with a circulation of 270 copies, delivered 
throughout the village and surrounding areas by our team of eight volunteer distributors. 
The newsletter is produced by a four-member editorial team, whose work, alongside that of our 
distributors and contributors, keeps the Courier firmly at the heart of our community. 
We have once again applied for National Lottery funding to support ongoing printing costs and the hire of 
the Smiddy Cottage for editorial meetings. This funding is essential in helping us maintain regular 
publication. 
Our photo galleries remain a popular feature, and we warmly welcome submissions of photographs, local 
stories and articles of community interest. 
Contact: couslandnewsdrop@gmail.com 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to, distributes, and supports the Cousland Courier — it remains a 
true community effort. 
Alasdair Carnie 
 
Tynewater SWI 
In September 2025 Pathhead SWI, Cranstoun SWI and Cousland SWI merged to form Tynewater SWI. Since 
that time, we have met in the Pavilion, Pathhead, 7pm - 9pm. Due to renovations to the Pavilion we met in 
Cousland village hall in January and as usual were very impressed with the facilities. 
Tynewater SWI has so far been a great success with ladies coming together to enjoy interesting speakers 
and practical workshop evenings along with chat, tea, and biscuits. This session we have had a talk on 
Chinese medicine and made our own throat lozenges, a willow weaving talk and demonstration, a 
Christmas social, a crafting evening and a talk by Seilich owner Dr Sally Gouldstone about life as a botanist 
and her wildlife friendly skincare products. Still to come is a felt broaches demo and hands on session, book 
folding, and a social evening. We are also planning a summer outing for our members. 
New members are always welcome so come along and join us for the evening. 
Pathhead Pavilion, 7pm, First Tuesday of the month September – May (unless otherwise stated) 
Contact tynewaterswi@gmail.com for more information. 
Dominique Schroeder 
 
 
 

Independently-examined 2025 Income and Expenditure accounts 
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Looking forward to 2026 we are in a good position and the following are estimates based on a 3% increase. 

For hall rental it is most likely to be more as Tai Chi now has 2 sessions on a Friday.  

Also, with busy café’s and an increase in prices, there should be a healthy income from that.  

We are also applying for more grants. 

 

Income 2026 Estimate    Income 2025 

Hall rental  £4853    Hall rental  £4712 

Café    £3307    Café   £3211 

Events   £370    Events   £359 

Gala Day  £2769    Gala Day  £2688 

 

If we also look at 3% increase in cost the following will be costs although the electricity costs will be similar 

as we are £539 in credit so we have reduced the monthly direct debit to £321 from £355. 

 

Expenditure 2026 Estimate   Expenditure 2025 

Bar   £1218    Bar   £1183 

Café   £889    Café   £863 

Events   £174    Events   £169 

Gala Day  £734    Gala Day  £713 

Hall Upkeep  £1275    Hall Upkeep  £1238 

Electricity  £3920    Electricity  £3859 
 
 


